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unknown to Europeans, and its course is set down on
our, maps by a conjectural dotted line. We know it
again where it enters Baltistan, and as it passes through
Lddak, but that is all. Indus incolis Sindus appellattis,
said Pliny, and the Sanscrit meaning of the word is said
to be " the sea ;" but the Aryans who spoke Sanscrit
must have had rather vague ideas as to what the sea
was. As the Sutlej is supposed to proceed from the
mouth 'of a crocodile, so the Indus comes from that of
a lion. Edward Thornton, in his ' Gazetteer of the
Countries adjacent to India/ has collected and repro-
duced all the information of any importance we have in
regard to this great and historically interesting river,
and I must refer my reader to that work for the details,
as also to General Cunningham's ' Ladak/ It has been
measured near Torbela and found to be 100 yards
broad ; but at Torbela I should think it was about 200
yards, though the current was rapid and deep. Between
that place and Attok it is so shallow in winter, when it
is not fed by melting snow, that there are several^points
at which it can be forded. From this point, also, boats
can go down all the way to the sea, as thev^ can also
from very near Kaubul, floating down the Kaubul river
till it reaches the Indus.